
Method of ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā Ṣalāh according to the Four Sunni Schools of Fiqh 
 
1. For those who follow the Hanafi School of Fiqh: 

 
a) The Imam will make the intention to lead everyone in two (2) Rak‘ats Wājib ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā Ṣalāh, with 

six (6) extra Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah.  
 

b) The Muqtadī (follower) will make the intention to follow behind the Imām in two (2) Rak‘ats Wājib 
‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā Ṣalāh, with six (6) extra Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah.  
 

c) The Imam will say Takbīr Taḥrīmah (opening Takbīr), everyone will fold their hands, and everyone will 
recite the Thanā silently: 

 
كَيرُْغَ  هَ  ٰلِإ لاَوَ  كَدُّ ،  لىٰاعَتَوَ جَ كَمُسْا  كَرَاَبتَ  كَدِمْحَبِوَ ، وَ  مَّهُ  ّللا ٰ كََناحَْبسُ   

 
d) The Imam will say three (3) extra Takbīrāt in the First Rak‘at before starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For 

the first two extra Takbīrāt, everyone will raise and leave their hands at their sides. For the third extra 
Takbīr, everyone will fold their hands. The Imam will then continue with ‘Aūdhubillāh and Bismillāh 
silently, followed by Sūrah al-Fātiḥah and Qirā’at loudly, and then complete the First Rak‘at as normal 
(Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, then stand up again). 
 

e) In the Second Rak‘at, the Imam will start with Bismillāh silently, followed by Sūrah al-Fātiḥah and 
Qirā’at loudly, and then say three (3) extra Takbīrāt for the Second Rak‘at after finishing Qirā’at and 
before Rukū‘. For all three extra Takbīrāt, everyone will raise and leave their hands at their sides. The 
Imam will then say the Takbīr a fourth time and everyone will go straight into Rukū‘ and finish the 
Ṣalāh as normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, Tashahhud, Du‘ā, Salām). 
 

2. For those who follow the Malikī School of Fiqh: 
 
a) The Imam will make the intention to lead everyone in two (2) Rak‘ats Sunnah Mu’akkadah ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā 
Ṣalāh, with twelve (12) total Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah.  
 

b) The Muqtadī (follower) will make the intention to follow behind the Imām in two (2) Rak‘ats Sunnah 
Mu’akkadah ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā Ṣalāh, with twelve (12) total Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah. 
 

c) The Imam will say Takbīr Taḥrīmah (opening Takbīr), everyone will raise and leave their hands at their 
sides. 
 

d) The Imam will say six (6) extra Takbīrāt in the First Rak‘at before starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For all 
of the extra Takbīrāt, everyone will leave their hands at their sides without raising them. The Imam will 
then continue Sūrah al-Fātiḥah and Qirā’at loudly. complete the First Rak‘at as normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, 
Sajdah, then stand up again). 
 

e) In the Second Rak‘at, the Imam will start by saying five (5) extra Takbīrāt for the Second Rak‘at before 
starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For all of the extra Takbīrāt, everyone will leave their hands at their sides 
without raising them. The Imam will then continue with Sūrah al-Fātiḥah, and Qirā’at loudly. The Imam 
will then say the Takbīr a sixth time and everyone will go straight into Rukū‘ and finish the Ṣalāh as 
normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, Tashahhud, Du‘ā, Salām). 
 

 
 



 
3. For those who follow the Shāfi‘ī (or Salafī/Ahl al-Hadīth) School of Fiqh: 

 
a) The Imam will make the intention to lead everyone in two (2) Rak‘ats Sunnah Mu’akkadah ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā 
Ṣalāh, with twelve (12) extra Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah.  
 

b) The Muqtadī (follower) will make the intention to follow behind the Imām in two (2) Rak‘ats Sunnah 
Mu’akkadah ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā Ṣalāh, with twelve (12) extra Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah 
 

c) The Imam will say Takbīr Taḥrīmah (opening Takbīr), everyone will raise and fold their hands, and 
everyone will recite the Thanā silently: 

 
 ، ينَْكِرِشْمُْلا نَمِ انََأ امَوَّ امًلِسْمُّ افًيPِْحَ ضَرَْلأاوَ تِوٰمٰسَّلا رَطَفَ يْذَِّلا لىَِإ يَهِجْوَ تُهْجَّوَ

 ، كَيرُْغَ هَٰلِإ لاَوَ ، كَدُّجَ لىٰاعَتَوَ كَمُسْا كَرَاَبتَ ، كَدِمْحَبِوَ مَّهُّٰللا كََناحَْبسُ

 ينَْمِلِسْمُْلا نَمِ انََأوَ تُرْمُِأ كَِلذٰبِوَ هَُل كَْيرِشَ لاَ ، ينَْمَِلاعَْلا بِّرَ ِِّٰ_ْ تيِامَمَوَ يَايَحْمَوَ يْكِسُنُوَْ تيِلاَصَ نَِّإ
 

d) The Imam will say seven (7) extra Takbīrāt in the First Rak‘at before starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For 
each of the extra Takbīrāt, everyone will raise and fold their hands. The Imam will then continue with 
A‘ūdhubillah silently and Bismillāh, Sūrah al-Fātiḥah, and Qirā’at loudly, and complete the First Rak‘at 
as normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, then stand up again). 
 

e) In the Second Rak‘at, the Imam will start by saying five (5) extra Takbīrāt for the Second Rak‘at before 
starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For each of the extra Takbīrāt, everyone will raise and fold their hands. The 
Imam will then continue with A‘ūdhubillah silently and Bismillāh, Sūrah al-Fātiḥah, and Qirā’at loudly. 
The Imam will then say the Takbīr a sixth time and everyone will go straight into Rukū‘ and finish the 
Ṣalāh as normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, Tashahhud, Du‘ā, Salām). 

 
4. For those who follow the Ḥanbalī School of Fiqh: 

 
a) The Imam will make the intention to lead everyone in two (2) Rak‘ats Sunnah Mu’akkadah ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā 
Ṣalāh, with twelve (12) total Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah.  
 

b) The Muqtadī (follower) will make the intention to follow behind the Imām in two (2) Rak‘ats Sunnah 
Mu’akkadah ‘Eīd al-Aḍḥā Ṣalāh, with twelve (12) total Takbīrāt, facing the Qiblah. 
 

c) The Imam will say Takbīr Taḥrīmah (opening Takbīr), everyone will raise and fold their hands, and 
everyone will recite the Thanā silently: 

 
كَيرُْغَ  هَ  ٰلِإ لاَوَ  كَدُّجَ ،  لىٰاعَتَوَ  كَمُسْا  كَرَاَبتَ  كَدِمْحَبِوَ ، وَ  مَّهُ  ّللا ٰ كََناحَْبسُ   

 
d) The Imam will say six (6) extra Takbīrāt in the First Rak‘at before starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For each 

of the extra Takbīrāt, everyone will raise and fold their hands. The Imam will then continue with 
‘Aūdhubillāh and Bismillāh silently, and then Sūrah al-Fātiḥah and Qirā’at loudly and complete the First 
Rak‘at as normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, then stand up again). 
 

e) In the Second Rak‘at, the Imam will start by saying five (5) extra Takbīrāt for the Second Rak‘at before 
starting Sūrah al-Fatihah. For each of the extra Takbīrāt, everyone will raise and fold their hands. The 
Imam will then continue with Bismillāh silently, followed by Sūrah al-Fātiḥah and Qirā’at loudly. The 
Imam will then say the Takbīr a sixth time and everyone will go straight into Rukū‘ and finish the Ṣalāh 
as normal (Rukū‘, Sajdah, Sajdah, Tashahhud, Du‘ā, Salām). 



NOTES 
 
1. Position of the hands when folded in Ṣalāh: 

 
a. Ḥanafīs will fold their hands under the navel (belly button). Women will place their right hands 

over the left on their chest. 
 

b. Mālikīs will leave their hands at their sides. This applies to both men and women. 
 

c. Shāfi‘īs and Ḥanbalīs will fold their hands above the navel and beneath the chest. Women will 
place their right hands over their left hands on the chest or under the chest. 

 
2. Number of Takbīrāt in ‘Eīd Ṣalāh: 

 
a. Ḥanafīs will do six (6) extra Takbīrat: three before Qirā’at in the First Rak‘at not including 

Takbīr Taḥrīmah and three after Qirā’at in the Second Rak‘at. 
 

b. Mālikīs and Ḥanbalīs will do twelve (12) Takbīrat in total: seven before Qirā’at including 
Takbīr Taḥrīmah in the First Rak‘at and five before Qirā’at in the Second Rak‘at. 
 

c. Shāfi‘īs will do twelve (12) Takbīrat in total: seven before Qirā’at not including Takbīr 
Taḥrīmah in the First Rak‘at and five before Qirā’at in the Second Rak‘at. 

 
3. Saying Bismillāh: 

 
a. Ḥanafīs and Ḥanbalīs will all say Bismillāh silently. 
b. Mālikīs will not say Bismillāh at all. 
c. Shāfi‘ī Imams will say Bismillāh loudly; followers will all say Bismillāh silently. 

 
4. Saying Āmīn: 

 
a. Ḥanafī and Mālikī Imams and followers will all say Āmīn softly. 
b. Shāfi‘ī and Ḥanbalī Imams and followers will all say Āmīn loudly. 

 
5. Sunnah Qirā’at in ‘Eīd Ṣalāh: 

 
a. Ḥanafīs, Ḥanbalīs, and Shāfi‘īs are of the opinion that is it Sunnah to recite Sūrah al-A‘lā #87 

(Sabbiḥisma Rabbikal A‘lā) in the First Rak‘at and Sūrah al-Ghāshiyah #88 (Hal Atāka Ḥadīthul 
Ghāshiyah) in the Second Rak‘at. 
 

b. Mālikīs are of the opinion that is it Sunnah to recite Sūrah al-A‘lā #87 (Sabbiḥisma Rabbikal 
A‘laa) in the First Rak‘at and Sūrah al-Shams #91 (Wash Shamsi wa Duhaahaa) in the Second. 

 
c. Shāfi‘īs are also of the opinion that is it Sunnah to recite Sūrah Qāf #50 (Qaaf wal Qur’aanil 

Majeed) in the First Rak‘at and Sūrah al-Qamar #54 (Iqtarabatis Saa‘atu) in the Second.  
 

d. There is also an opinion that is it Sunnah to recite Sūrah al-Kāfirūn #109 (Qul Yaa Ayyuhal 
Kaafiroon) in the First Rak‘at and Sūrah al-Ikhlās #112 (Qul Hu Wallaahu Aḥad) in the Second.  
 

e. These are recommendations from the Sunnah of the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. Otherwise, if the Imam 
recites any other Sūrah besides the abovementioned after Sūrah al-Fātiḥah, it will be valid. 


